
For B&B Italia 2009 signifies a new year full of 
novelties, starting with a new tradition, a bi-monthly 
newsletter that will be used as a tool to distribute 
all B&B Italia news and information from the 
international market. Topics discussed below in 
Newsletter n. 1 include: the launching of our website 
www.bebitalia.com, with completely renewed 

graphics and contents, new Outdoor collection 
launches, B&B Italia’s participation in the Cologne 
2009 Fair, a new window display featuring the 
Frank seating system, new J.J. chair, Flat.C, and 
the Archie table in the B&B Italia Soho Store, as 
well as some of the best articles from the foreign 
press. Enjoy your reading and Happy New Year.
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Design and innovation are distinguishing traits of 
B&B Italia, and are the key characteristics of our
new corporate website. Launching Monday 
19th January 2009, the newly updated site will 
set aside its traditional functions to become a truly 
interactive tool for communication and information. 
It will be a helpful tool, specifically designed for 
both design lovers, architects and other industry 
professionals, as well as the press. B&B Italia has 

revamped its web communication through a project 
that conveys its values and products, with the 
goal of giving visitors as exciting an experience 
as possible. An introductory video welcomes the 
viewer into the world of B&B Italia and Maxalto, 
briefly describing the essentials. Featuring 
furniture by B&B Italia, B&B Italia Outdoor, B&B 
Italia Project and Maxalto, each collection will 
have its own unique, unmistakeable style.
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The B&B Italia website also becomes a port of
entry to the other websites for the Contract Division
and Moooi, home accessories and lighting. The new
graphics reflect the elegant, harmonious lifestyle 
that has made B&B Italia famous, keeping in line
with the latest press campaigns. With a clear, linear,
simple graphic layout, the site is structured into 
various sections, to offer visitors a personal 
path into the wealth of information within: 
- architect lounge: a vast collection of content 
that is useful for professionals in the field. For 
example, the 2D/3D designs archive, profiles of 
the most prestigious products; an easy search 
tool that searches by products or type of finish; 
technical product sheets and much more 
- press lounge: a space dedicated to our company’s
key communicators, providing information, updates
and inspiration through previews, image archives,
press releases/newsletters and “special” projects.

In general, the site is intended as an invitation to
design lovers and anyone using the internet to
discover the world of  B&B Italia, along with the
latest trends in home interiors. The catalogue 
becomes a virtual tour around the collections, 
and allows the user to interactively explore products
and interior decorating ideas. Underlining B&B Italia’s
tendency to evolve constantly, the “news” and 
“extra” sections allow the public to discover the
latest news, events all round the world and exclusive
articles on living trends, written by the designers 
themselves. As well as being functional and 
appealing, the website is also extremely easy to 
use, partly thanks to the use of Flash technology. 
This allows interactivity through multimedia 
applications such as videos, virtual tours and the use
of “wish lists”. B&B Italia has created this website
with the help of Saatchi & Saatchi, the agency used 
for the company’s most recent press campaigns. 



B&B Italia’s new Outdoor collection represents an

important chapter in the expansion of the company,

which has always been characterized by a strong

dynamism and creativity. Realizing that there was 

an opening in the market for furniture crafted with

the same standards of quality, comfort and design

of indoor furniture, B&B Italia was able to maintain

and strengthen their brand positioning in this new

market. The new ’09 collection is composed of a

series of furniture created by some of the most 

prestigious names in the world of design. 

The Outdoor Collection obtained initial success

during its debut at Maison & Objet 2007 and as an

important presence in the general business model

of B&B Italia, was enriched with new proposals 

presented last September, once again in the 

atmosphere of the Parisian village fair. 

Among these new launches is Springtime by

Jean-Marie Massaud, a collection that develops

 the “à cabane” idea: a series of deep-seated 

couches that may be furnished with a linen or 

rattan lining which make it possible to create a 

more intimate and welcoming area, such as a 

small, personal hideaway. 

The Outdoor collection
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The collection also consists of single and double 

lounge chairs, arranged either in a parallel fashion

or face to face with an adjustable headrest and

wheels; rectangular and squared tables, hassocks,

smaller tables and a shiny steel brazier complete 

the collection. The result is an ensemble of elegant

and rigorous images, exalted by the white aluminium

of the structures, the stainless steel of support 

systems and the water repellent material in four 

colours: pearl grey, white, lilac and acid green, 

all coordinated with the lining that covers the 

padded parts.

Ravel and Crinoline, the new launches by 

Patricia Urquiola, are a follow up to her

exceptionally successful Canasta Outdoor collection

that debuted in 2007 and distinguished by

a revisiting of the Viennese straw. 

The new creations continue the designer’s three

-dimensional textures and woven designs, which

remains the main theme in her work and are now

applied to a softer and more sinuous decor. 

The Ravel chairs are presented with a metal base

and backrests weaved in polyethylene in white

and black finishes or in natural fibre. Crinoline, 

however, is a collection that consists of chairs, 

armchairs and smaller armchairs in different 

shapes and sizes. Of great stage impact in this

series is the chair with the high backrest, enriched

by a delicate stitch decor in natural fibre or 

polyethylene, such as in a tub chair draped with

a blanket of natural fibre and colored with magenta,

which covers the seats and backrests.

With Reel by Atelier Oï, the Outdoor collection 

is enhanced by an element of versatility and 

informality. It deals with a circular hassock 

proposed in a three-dimensional fashion and 

composed of an aluminium structure wrapped 

like a ball of wool in thick black and white 

polyethylene thread or in natural fibre cords. 

As an element that pays homage to the woven 

geometric design, Reel was thought up to serve

as both table and chair.
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At Cologne 2009, the first stop in the international
program of events, B&B Italia’s display will maintain
its position as the leader and innovator of 
contemporary design. During the IMM Cologne 
fair (January 19 – 25), inside its new 335 m2 store 
opened January 2008, B&B Italia will propose 
some novelties for 2009 as well as a selection of 
products launched last year.

The J.J. armchair reinvented as a rocking chair by 
Antonio Citterio. Proving its popularity, the J.J. 
has seen success through its debut in 2005 with 
a chromium-plated rod structure, a more 
glamorous version lined in Mongolian fur launched
in 2007, then a thermally treated ash-wood finish 
and a wide array of leather linings in 2008, resulting
in a higher level of  comfort padding and more 
refined details. This updated version of a rocking 
chair makes J.J. an armchair of great character 
and at the same time, an ideal chair for relaxation 
in the privacy of one’s own home.

There will be several cult products from the 
Outdoor collection inside the store: Crinoline 
and Ravel by Patricia Urquiola and the Papilio 
seats by Naoto Fukasawa, in which the Japanese
designer showcases his attention to detail evident
by the perfect balance of shape, from the sinuous
line of the backrest and its light structure to the 
frame which widens at the upper part rendering 
the seat extremely comfortable during moments 
of relaxation.
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Two creations by Antonio Citterio have been 
proposed for the living room: the new version of 
the iconic Luis couch, currently present in the 
collection and represented with a new base, as 
well as the Frank modular couch, with its linear 
shapes and generous ratios that fulfil the desire 
for comfort and relaxation. Finally, the Pab storage 
units, solutions for container systems made by 
Studio Kairos that have evolved over the course 
of the years and are available in different shapes, 

finishes and colors while having the ability to 
perform multiple functions.

Also on display are two tables: Seven by 
Jean-Marie Massaud, an element of irregular 
shape that may host up to seven people and 
whose asymmetrical sides have reinvented in an 
unusual manner the way to sit at the table as well 
as Archie by Paolo Piva, a near sculpture able 
to set aside room for whoever it hosts.
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The new launches by B&B Italia during the IMM Cologne may be viewed

at the B&B Italia Store  Spichernhöfe, Spichernstrasse 6° Cologne, 

from the 19th  to 25th of  January 2009, from 9:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.



From January 2009, the store windows at 

A+D Building have been transformed to artfully 

display an array of new products.  A highlight of 

the window display at the B&B Italia New York 

Store is the Frank seating system by legendary 

designer Antonio Citterio, his tribute to Frank 

Lloyd Wright. 

Destined to become a classic, the Frank offers 

six different seating options that can be arranged 

in multiple ways, making it truly customizable.  

Separate support cushions are weighted and 

able to function along with the oversize pillows 

as a moveable armrest or backrest. The Frank 

seating system is the ultimate in comfortability 

and versatility. The perfect accompaniment to 

the Frank sofa system and also designed by 

Antonio Citterio, is the new J.J. armchair with 

thermo-treated ash wood finish.  Characteristics 

of the new J.J. chair include the wide range of 

leather colors available and the unique addition 

of thermo-treated ash wood.

The first shelving system of its kind for B&B Italia,

Flat.C is an innovative approach to storage for 

living, dining or home office. The Flat.C creatively 

displays media, books and home accessories 

as art, while sliding doors and enclosed storage 

containers have the ability to conceal anything 

not as visually appealing. 

In February 2009, the window display at the 

Soho Store will highlight the new Archie table, 

designed by Paolo Piva. Defined by its strong 

visual impact while maintaining a sense of 

lightness, the design of the Archie table allows 

it to perform both functionally as a table and 

artistically as sculpture.

B&B Italia New York Store Window Display 

Featuring the Frank Seating System, New 

J.J. Armchair, Flat.C and the Archie table. 
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B&B Italia Store, 150 E 58th Street (inside the A&D Building)  –  New York. Tel. 212.758.4046 
B&B Italia Soho Store, 138 Greene Street, Tel. 212.966.3514  w w w. b e b i t a l i a . c o m
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